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In the work last mentioned the Haliastur inhabiting China 
is mentioned as having “la téte, le cou, et la poitrine d’un 
blanc pur et plus ou moins marqués d’étroites raies brunes.” 
Whether the Chinese bird is referable to H. indus or to H. 
intermedius, I am unable to say ; but in any case the localities 
where it occurs are more northern than any of those quoted 
for either race by Mr. Sharpe, and are thus defined by the 
Abbé David in the volume to which I have just referred :— 
“ Je Vai rencontré et pris au Tchékiang et au Kiangsi, où il 
niche sur les grands arbres . . . . il disparaît de ces provinces 
pendant Vhiver et se retire dans la Cochinchine.” 

I may add, with reference to the subject of geographical 
distribution, that the Norwich Museum possesses an imma- 
ture Haliastur from Camboja; but the bird is too young to 
enable me to say to which subspecies it should be referred. 

Some details as to several islands inhabited by H. inter- 
medius and H. girrenera, additional to those furnished by 
Mr. Sharpe, will be found in Count Salvadori’s ‘ Prodromus 
Ornithologize Papuasiz et Moluccarum,’ Accipitres, pp. 3, 4, 
where three localities not mentioned by Mr. Sharpe are also 
given for the sole remaining species of the genus Haliastur, 
H. sphenurus ; these are Yule Island, and also the rivers Fly 
and Katau, in the southern part of New Guinea. 

I have only to add, with regard to this latter species, that 
Mr. Sharpe’s description of the young bird as being “ much 
paler ” than the adult, must, I think, have been taken from 
a faded specimen, as. an immature bird in the Norwich 
Museum is decidedly darker than the adults in the same 
collection, with the exception of the pale tips to the feathers 
of the mantle. 


[To be continued. ] 


XXX VITI.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 


46. ‘ Bulletin’ of the Nuttall Ornithological Club. 


The April and July numbers of this journal contain a full 
budget of papers on North-American birds, besides notices of 
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the most recent works on the birds of the same region. Dr. 
Brewer (p. 49) restores Totanus ochropus, Larus canus, and 
Æ igialitis hiaticula to, and subtracts Podiceps cristatus from, 
the North American fauna. As regards the latter bird, we 
have Mr. Ridgway’s authority for saying that it is “ quite 
numerous in Franklin Lake,” though no specimens could be 
obtained (Rep. Geol. Survey 40th Parallel, iii. Ornith. p. 642), 
so that Dr. Brewer’s verdict may require reconsideration. 
Mr. C. H. Merriam (pp. 52, 123) has some remarks on 
some of the birds of Lewis county, Northern New York. 
Mr. W. Brewster (pp. 56, 115) continues his descriptions of 
the first plumage in various species of North-American birds. 
Mr. Ridgway (p. 64) gives notes on some of the birds of 
Calaveras county, California, and adjoining localities. Dr. 
W. A. Cooper (p. 68) gives notes on the breeding-habits of 
Vireo huttoni and Lophophanes inornatus, with descriptions 
of their nests and eggs. Mr. E. A. Mearns (p. 69) describes 
unusually developed individuals of three species of birds, and 
remarks on uncommon plumages in several others, taken 
near West Point, New York. Dr. Brewer (p. 72) has some 
notes on Junco caniceps and the closely allied forms, and 
Mr. J. Murdoch (p. 75) describes the effects of a warm winter 
on the migration of birds. Amongst the reviews we may 
call special attention to Dr. Coues’s abridged translation of Dr. 
Bureau’s interesting paper (vide infra). In the July number 
Dr. Coues (p. 105) gives us one of his carefully wrought articles, 
and treats of “ The Have, Cliff, or Crescent Swallow (Petroche- 
lidon lunifrons):’? Mr. Henshaw (p. 112) describes the nest and 
eggs of the Blue Crow (Gymnokitta cyanocephala) : Mr. E. 
P. Bicknell (p. 128) has some interesting notes on the “ Evi- 
dences of the Carolinian Fauna in the Lower Hudson Valley, 
principally from observations taken at Riverdale, New York,” 
on which Mr. J. A. Allen (p. 149) has something to say. 
Mr. Brewster describes (p. 183) the nesting of the Large- 
billed Water-Thrush (Sturus motacilla (Vieill.)). Then Mr. 
Trotter describes a hybrid between two North-American 
Swallows (Hirundo horreori-lunifrons!). Amongst the notices 
of recent literature Dr. Coues reviews Mr. Saunders’s paper 
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on the Sternine (P. Z. S. 1876, p. 638), and gives a revised 
list of the North-American species, with special reference to 
his own work on the same subject. 


47. Lawrence on new Trochilide and Tetraonidze. 


[Descriptions of new Species of Birds of the Families Trochilide and 
Tetraonide. Ann. N.Y. Ac. Sc. i. p. 50. ] 

The Humming-birds here described are Sporadinus bracet, 
from New Providence, Bahamas, apparently a close ally of 
S. ricordi of Cuba; and Orthorhynchus emigrans, said to be 
from Venezuela, and allied to O. cristatus. Ofthe so-called O. 
emigrans, through Mr. Lawrence’s kindness, we possess a spe- 
cimen, and cannot forbear to say that we altogether fail to see 
how it differs from the ordinary O. cristatus. Then, too, we 
have been brought up to believe that Orthorhynchus is a purely 
Antillean genus. Is Mr. Lawrence sure that there is no 
mistake in the origin assigned to his O. emigrans ? 

The Quail described is called Cyrtonyx sumichrasti, the 
characters being drawn up by Prof. Sumichrast, in anticipa- 
tion of the specimen being transmitted to Washington. It is 
evident from the description that the species must be closely 
allied to C. sallei. 


48, Lawrence on new West-Indian Birds. 


[Descriptions of Seven new Species of Birds from the Island of St. 
Vincent, West Indies (Ann. N.Y. Ac. Sc. i. p. 147); and Descriptions of 
supposed new Species of Birds from the Islands of Grenada and Dominica, 
West Indies (op. cit. p. 160). ] 

Mr. Ober, whose doings in Dominica we have already 
recorded (anfed, p. 195), has since been attacking St. Vincent 
and Grenada. In the former island he succeeded in securing 
specimens of thirty-five species of birds, and observed or 
obtained tidings of twenty-four others. In the latter he 
obtained specimens of twenty-eight species. Mr. Lawrence, 
to whom the collections were submitted, has in the first 
paper described seven species as new, all more or less inter- 
esting, and some even remarkable species. There is amongst 
them a true Turdus, called T. nigrirostris. A Myiadestes, of 
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which we have before had tidings (cf. Hill in Gosse’s B. of 
Jam. p. 200), turns out to be a remarkably distinct species, 
which is named M. sibilans. Then there is a Wren called 
Thryothorus musicus ; two species of Certhiola, C. atrata and 
C. saccharina, of which the former is almost entirely black (!) ; 
a second species of Leucospeza, L. bishopi; and lastly a Cal- 
liste, C. versicolor, a genus quite novel to the fauna of the 
Antilles. This last is said to be allied to C. cucullata, and 
Mr. Lawrence compares it with the plate in Sclater’s ‘ Mono- 
graph of Calliste’ Can it be C. cucullata itself, of which we 
know so little, and of the habitat of which nothing certain 
has been recorded? In the second paper three species from 
Grenada are called respectively Turdus caribbeus, Thryo- 
thorus grenadensis, and Quiscalus luminosus; and a Blacicus, 
from Dominica, previously supposed to be identical with the 
Cuban B. blancoi, is differentiated as B. brunneicapillus. 


49. Brewer on New-EHngland Birds. 

[Notes on certain Species of New-England Birds, with Additions to 
his Catalogue of the Birds of New England. Proc. Bost. Soc. N. H. 
xix. pp. 801-3809.) ] 

The birds of New England have long been a favourite study 
of Dr. Brewer’s. He is now able to add twenty-one species 
to those already recorded, and raises the number of New- 
England birds to the large total of 356. Considering 
that forty species have been added to the list since 1874, it 
is evident that accessions may still be looked for. 


. 50. E. Mulsant on a new Trochilus. 
[Description dune espèce nouvelle de Trochilidé. Ann. Soc. Linn. d. 
Lyon, 12 Oct. 1877.] 
The Humming-bird here described was obtained by Mr. 
Boucard in Costa Rica. M. Mulsant proposes a new generic 
and specific name for it, calling it Arinia boucardi. 


51. Professor Owen on the Solitaire. 


-—[On the Solitaire (Didus solitarius, Gm. ; Pezophaps solitarius, Strickl.). 
Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 5, i. pp. 87-97.] 


This paper is based upon the Solitaire bones obtained during 
SER, IV.—VOL. II. 2K 
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the Transit-of-Venus Expedition to the island of Rodriguez. 
From these remains two nearly entire skeletons have been 
put together, and placed in the gallery of the British 
Museum. 

Prof. Owen, fully acknowledging the validity of the genus 
Pezophaps, describes several portions of the skeleton not 
represented in the series of bones examined by Messrs. A. 
and E. Newton for their memoir on this extinct bird (Phil. 
Trans. 1869, p. 327). He also discusses various theories as 
to the evolution and destruction of this extraordinary bird, 
where, however, we can scarcely follow him. We hope ere 
long to see a still further account of the osteology of the 
Solitaire, the joint work of Messrs. E. Newton and J. W. 
Clark, who have not only had the same materials as Prof. 
Owen to work at, but also another series of bones, equally 
large, brought to this country by the former gentleman. We 
believe that it is generally, but apparently not universally, 
known that their memoir has been for many months in the 
hands of the Royal Society for publication. 


52. A. Milne-Edwards on the Systematic Position of the 
genus Mesites. 


[Observations sur les affinités zoologiques du genre Mesites. Compt. 
Rend. Apr. 1878. | 


The position of this peculiar form of Madagascar has long 
been a puzzle to ornithologists, and it has been placed in widely 
diverse positions by different authors. The controversy may 
now be considered set at rest; for the receipt by M. Gran- 
didier of two specimens in spirit has enabled Prof. A. Milne- 
Edwards to look more deeply into the question; and his ver- 
dict is that this curious bird must be considered the sole 
representative of a family which must be placed near the 
Rails and Herons. Mr. E. Bartlett (P. Z. S. 1877, p. 292) 
had previously arrived at nearly the same result. M. Milne- 
Edwards also states that M. unicolor of Des Murs is the female 
of M. variegatus of Geoffroy, a conclusion arrived at from 
an examination of his recently acquired specimens. 
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53. Rowley’s ‘Ornithological Miscellany, Part xiv. 


Since our notice of part xiii. of this work (anteà, p. 193), 
a fourteenth has been published, completing the third volume, 
and, we regret to say, bringing the work to a conclusion. 
Our readers will regret to learn that ill health has obliged 
the energetic editor of the ‘Ornithological Miscellany’ to 
abandon his task. 

The first paper in the final number is by Lord Tweeddale, 
on Poliohierax insignis, a plate (ciii.) of whichis given. Mr. 
Rowley continues his notes on the genus Péilopus, figuring 
P. speciosus. Mr. Sharpe has an article on the genus Ar- 
tamus and its geographical distribution, wherein an Austra- 
lian species is described as new and called A. venustus. Con- 
cerning the name to be adopted for the Philippine Artamus, 
Mr. Sharpe’s views have already been criticized (anteà, p. 383). 
Mr. Rowley then has “‘ A few words on Fen-land,” wherein he 
treats of fens, geese, ducks, decoys, &c., giving anecdotes and 
notes appertaining thereto. The next article is an abridged 
translation of Count Wodzicki’s note on Savi’s Warbler, pub- 
lished in 1853 in the ‘ Journal für Ornithologie.” Then follows 
notes on breeding-places in England of Anas fuligula and A. 
ferina. A few notes on the Kittiwake is succeeded by re- 
marks on the extinct gigantic birds of Madagascar and New 
Zealand, accompanied by full-sized drawings of the eggs of 
Abpyornis maximus, Dinornis ingens, and D. crassus. A 
further note on Sceloglauz albifacies brings Mr. Rowley to 
his concluding remarks. 


54. J. H. Gurney, Jun., on the Birds of the Fern Islands. 

[Notes on the Fern Islands and some of the Birds which are found there. 
Pr. Nat. Hist. Soc. Glasgow, 1877, pp. 268-278. ] 

A comparison of Mr. Gurney’s notes with Selby’s account 
of the birds breeding on the Fern Islands, published in the 
‘Zoological Journal’ in 1826, give us data for noting the 
changes that have taken place in the bird-population of those 
interesting islands during the lapse of more than half a cen- 
tury. Mr. Gurney’s record leaves us with the sad impression 
that, unless the supposed restrictions on the destruction of 
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breeding birds are more strictly enforced, the days of several 
of the most interesting species will soon be numbered, if they 
be not already told. The Roseate Tern, of which there was 
a numerous colony in Selby’s time, Mr. Gurney tells us may 
exist; whilst the Sandwich Tern, few in number according 
to Selby, but numerous some twenty years ago when we 
saw them, seem now again on the wane, owing to senseless 
persecution. 

Cannot our northern brethren do something to render the 
protection of the birds on these islands more efficient? An 
effort should surely be made, as no other sea-bird breeding- 
station in England can show half the interest of the Fern 
Islands. 


55. < Proceedings’ of the Linnean Society of New South 
Wales. 3 

We have omitted to notice several ornithological papers 
published in parts 3 and 4 of vol. i. of the ‘ Proceedings’ of 
the Linnean Society of New South Wales. The following 
are their titles :— 

(1) “ List of Australian Game Birds and other Species 
which should be protected by the ‘ Game Preservation Act,’ ” 
by E. Pierson Ramsay, i. p. 182. 

(2) “Remarks on a supposed new Species of Poephila,” 
by E. Pierson Ramsay, l. c. p. 197. 

(3) “ Remarks on the large number of Game Birds which 
have of late been offered for sale in Sydney,” by E. Pierson 
Ramsay, l. c. p. 215. 

(4) “Note on Poephila goulde,” by E. Pierson Ramsay, 
liap 281. s 

(5) Note of a Collection of Birds from New Britain, New 
Ireland, and Duke-of-York Islands, with some Remarks 
on the Zoology of the Group,” by E. Pierson Ramsay, l. c. 
p. 369. 

(6) “On a Collection of Birds from the Norman River, 
Gulf of Carpentaria,” by M. Le Comte de Castelnau, Consul 
General of France, and E. Pierson Ramsay, l. c. p. 379. 

(7) “Notes on a Collection of Birds from Port Moresby, 
with Descriptions of new Species,’ by E. Pierson Ramsay, 
lc. p. 386. 
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As regards Poephila goulde, Mr. Ramsay appears to have 
come to just the contrary conclusion to Captain Armit, as 
recorded below. 

In No. 6 Messrs. Castelnau and Ramsay describe as new 
Epthianura crocea, Poephila atropygialis, and Zosterops gul- 
liveri, all from specimens obtained on the Norman river, 
Gulf of Carpentaria. In No.7 Mr. Ramsay gives an account 
of Mr. A. Goldie’s collections made during “a perilous sojourn 
of nearly twelve months at Port Moresby, New Guinea.” 
Among the eighty-seven species of which examples were in 
the collection, Eopsaltria brunnea and Donacola nigriceps are 
described as new. 

In vol. ii. pt. 2 of the same journal (1877) we also find two 
papers of Mr. Ramsay. In the first of these, entitled ‘‘ Notes 
on some Birds from Savage Island, Tutuela, &c.’’ (l e. p. 139), 
Mr. Ramsay gives some stray notes on a small collection of 
birds brought by Mr. S. J. Whitmee from several islands. 
A Ptilopus from Savage Island, belonging to the group of 
P. porphyraceus, 1s endowed with a provisional name (P. 
whitmeei) in case “it may eventually prove to belong to a 
distinct species.” 

Mr. Ramsay’s second paper, entitled “ Tabular List of the 
Birds of Australia,” is of some importance, as it gives a useful 
list of all known Australian birds, and a table showing their 
range in Australia: 744 species are acknowledged, the num- 
ber given in Mr. Gould’s ‘ Hand-book’ having been 672. 
Some notes on obscure and uncertain species are appended, 
and a description of Pachycephala occidentalis, sp. nov., from 
Western Australia, allied to P. gutturalis. 


56. Capt. W. E. Armit on two Australian Poephile. 


{Note on Australian Finches of the genus Poephila. By Captain Wil- 
liam E. Armit, F.L.S. Journ. Linn. Soc., Zoology, vol. xiv. p. 95. ] 

Capt. Armit maintains the distinctness of Poephila goulde 
from P. mirabilis, basing his observations on specimens of both 
species obtained by himself in Queensland. [C/. Ramsay, 
supra. | 
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57. Elliots Monograph of the Hornbills. 

[A Monograph of the Bucerotidæ, or Family of the Hornbills. By D. 
G. Elliot, F.R.S.E., F.L.S., &e. Parts ii.—v., small folio, 1877. Pub- 
lished by the Author. | 

Of Mr. Elhot’s excellently illustrated Monograph of the 
Hornbills we have already spoken (Ibis, 1877, p. 376). The 
parts issued since (namely ii.—v.) contain figures of the fol- 
lowing species :— 


Part I. 
Bucorvus abyssinicus. Rhytidoceros undulatus. 
Hydrocorax planicornis. Anorrhinus comatus. 
Anthracoceros malabaricus. Tockus flavirostris. 

Part III. 
Buceros rhinoceros. ` Bycanistes cristatus. 
Anthracoceros malayanus. Lophoceros nasutus. 
Cranorrhinus cassidix. Tockus hemprichii. 

Part IV. 
Dichoceros bicornis. Anthracoceros coronatus, 
Anorrhinus leucolophus. Tockus gingalensis. 
Penelopides panini. Tockus griseus. 

Part V. 
Aceros nepalensis, Rhytidoceros plicatus. 
Pholidophalus fistulator. Tockus fasciatus. 
Penelopides manille. Tockus semifasciatus. 


Lophoeeros birostris. 


Mr. Elliot is not quite sufficiently careful about his loca- 
lities to please the exigencies of modern science. Surely he 
must know full well that Hydrocoraæ planicornis is not a 
“ native of the Moluccas!” Does not “ B. rhinoceros, var. 
javanica,” of Müll: et Schl., apply to the Javan B. lunatus, 
which is certainly distinct from B. rhinoceros ? 


58. Harvie Brown’s Notes on Sutherlandshire Birds. 

[Supplementary Notes on the Birds found breeding in Sutherland. By 
J. A. Harvie Brown. Pr. Nat. Hist. Soc. Glasgow, 1877, pp. 226-248. ] 

The birds of Sutherland have for some years past been under 
investigation by Mr. Harvie Brown, who has already pub- 
lished a series of notes respecting them (Pr. N. H. Soc. 
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Glasg. ii. p. 69). In these supplementary notes his remarks 
on the increase or decrease of certain species will be read 
with interest. 


+59. Bureau on the Moulting of portions of the Puffin’s beak. 


| De la mue du bec et des ornements palpébreaux du Macareux Arctique 
Fratercula arctica (Linn.), Steph., après la saison des amours. Bull. de 
la Soc. Zool. de France, 1878. | 

Mons. Bureau has made the exceedingly interesting dis- 
covery that certain portions of the beak of the Puffin, at the 
base of the maxilla and of the mandible, and also the two 
horny excrescences above and below the eye, are regularly 
shed every year after the breeding-season, and as regularly 
assumed as that season approaches. From observations made 
by the author in a colony of these birds off the coast of Brit- 
tany, he is able to give a full account of the process of change 
which the Puffin’s bill undergoes. The number of deciduous 
pieces is no less than thirteen altogether. These are fully 
described, and their position shown in two plates which ac- 
company the paper. Similar changes doubtless take place in 
the other species of Fratercula, as Mons. Bureau suggests. 
These mostly concern our American brethren, who will 
no doubt be not slow to take up so novel and interesting a 
subject for observation. The fact that portions of the bill in 
certain birds are seasonally deciduous is not absolutely a 
novel discovery; for Mr. Ridgway has taught us that the 
horny protuberance on the bill of Pelecanus trachyrhynchus 
is shed every year. But this is not nearly so elaborate a per- 
formance as that which the Puffin undertakes. Weare glad to 
see that this interesting paper has been appreciated on both 
sides of the Atlantic, as shown by Dr. Coues’s copious notice 
of it in the April number of the ‘ Nuttall Bulletin, and Mr. 
Harting’s translation (accompanied with a copy of one of the 
plates) in the July number of the ‘ Zoologist.’ 
, 60. Ridgway’s Studies of the American Herodiones. 


[Studies of the American Herodiones, Part I. Synopsis of the’Ame- 
rican Genera of Ardeide and Ciconide; including Descriptions of three 
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new Genera, and a Monograph of the American Species of the Genus 
Ardea, Linn. (Bull. Hayden’s Survey, iv. No. 1, Feb. 5, 1878.)] 

These “ Studies” of Mr. Ridgway’s bear evidence of having 
been carefully considered, and a praiseworthy attempt is made 
to give characters defining the sections and subsections into 
which the order Herodiones is divisible. Except as regards 
the American forms of the order, Mr. Ridgway’s materials do 
not seem to be so complete as could be wished ; for the impor- 
tant Old-World genera Scopus, Anastomus, Baleniceps, and 
others, the author says, are autoptically unknown to him. 

Mr. Ridgway must, we think, reconsider his assignment 
of Eurypyga to the Herodiones ; its points of relationship to 
the Ralli and divergence from the Herodiones are so many, 
that its position near the Rails, so forcibly maintained by 
many authors, seems most worthy of adoption. 

The Ardeide, or true Herons, are devided into Ardeinze 
and Botaurine: the former containing fourteen genera, of 
which three are new; the latter two genera. These new 
genera are Dichromanassa, with Ardea rufa as its type, Hy- 
dranassa (no type indicated), and Syrigma, type Ardea sibi- 
latriz. The characters of all these genera are drawn chiefly 
from the form of the ornamental plumes of the adult birds. 

In his monograph of the genus Ardea four American species 
are dealt with. Mr. Ridgway’s remarks on Ardea occiden- 
talis, and its suggested identity with A. wiirdemanni, will be 
read with great interest. Those who look forward to the 
synonymy of the future with perplexity will not be much 
encouraged by the array of references Mr. Ridgway produces 
under the heading Ardea herodias. We can only hope that 
such displays as this will soon produce a reaction in favour 
of selecting such references as are really useful, and the avoid- 
ance of obvious repetition. 

In treating of the American Ciconiide Mr. Ridgway finds 
it necessary to propose a new generic name, Huxenura, for 
Ciconia maguari, on account of the peculiarities of the rectrices 


* All through this paper we notice that to a certain ‘ Catalogus Avium ’ 
is assigned an important place in the synonymy, too important, we 
think, when the mode of compilation of this work is considered. 
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and under tail-coverts. ‘This name is equivalent to Dissoura, 
applied by Dr. Cabanis in 1850 to the Old-World Ciconia 
episcopus, so Dr. Reichenow tells us, who, however, uses the 
latter name in a subgeneric, and not a generic sense. We 
are somewhat startled by Mr. Ridgway’s statement that 
though Linnæuss definition of his genus Mycteria suits 
the bird usually known as M. americana, L., the Linnean 
species is Ciconia maguari! Mr. Ridgway gets over the diffi- 
culty by changing the authorship of the specific name from 
Linnzeus to Gmelin; and, so far as we are concerned, we 
are content to let it be so; but we do not fail to notice a fine 
opening for some one partial to such work to put quite a 
different interpretation upon the matter. 


| 61. Ridgway’s Report of the Ornithology of the United- 
States Geological Exploration of the 40th Parallel. 

[Extract from Vol. IV. of the Geological Exploration of the Fortieth 
Parallel. Clarence King, Geologist in Charge. Part III. Ornithology, 
pp. 3807-669. ] 

The materials from which this Report was drawn were col- 
lected by Mr. Ridgway himself, between June 1867 and 
August 1869, the district investigated lying between Sacra- 
mento City, California, and Salt-Lake City, Utah. The intro- 
ductory portion of the Report contains careful analyses of the 
bird-population of the several districts explored. The rest 
of it consists of an account of each species, many of the bio- 
graphical notes being full ofinterest. (See J. A. Allen, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, 1878, p. 81.) 


62. United-States Geographical Surveys West of the 100th 
Meridian. 


A [Report upon United-States Geographical Surveys West of the 100th 


Meridian. In charge of Lieut. G. M. Wheeler. Vol. IV. Palæontology. 
By Charles A. White, M.D., and Prof. E. D. Cope.] 

At p. 69 of this Report Prof. Cope gives a further account 
of the remains of the species of bird he described in 1876 as 
Diatryma gigantea, an Eocene bird of doubtful affinity. At 
p. 287 more details are supplied of Vultur umbrosus, de- 
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scribed in 1875. Figures of the bones of both these species 
are given in the plates with which this volume is enriched. 


63. Mollendorff’s Vertebrata of the Province of Chihli. 

[The Vertebrata of the Province of Chihli, with Notes on Chinese 
Zoological Nomenclature. J. North-China Branch R. As. Soc. 1877, 
pp. 41-111.) 7 

The ornithological portion of this paper occupies part ii. 
(pp. 76-102), and consists of an enumeration of Chinese 
birds, compiled chiefly from the writings of Swinhoe and 
Père David. To some birds a note is given of their distri- 
bution, and to many their names in Chinese are added. The 
introduction contains a list of works on the natural history 
of North China, both foreign and Chinese. 


64. Tschusi zu Schmidhofen’s ‘Birds of Salzburg. 

[Die Vogel Salzburg. Eine Aufzahlung alle in diesem Lande bisher 
beobachteten Arten, mit Bemerkungen und Nachweisen über ihr Vor- 
kommen. 8vo, pp. 90. Salzburg: 1877.] 

This paper seems to be an amplification of the author’s 
former articles on the same subject, published in the ‘ Zoolo- 
gischer Garten’ for 1875-76, and is a handy guide to the. 
birds of the Salzburg district. 239 species are mentioned, 
to the names of each of which certain useful references are 
given, and a note appended mentioning when and where each 
species has been found or may be looked for. 


65. Pelzeln on Birds from Ecuador. 

[ Weitere Sendungen von Vögeln aus Ecuador. Verh. k. k. zool.-bot. Ges. 
1878, pp. 15-20. ] 

This paper consists of lists of two collections of bird-skins 
recently received at the Vienna Museum. The first calls for 
no special comment; but in the second we notice the names 
of several rare species, such as the Humming-birds Urochroa 
bougueri, Urosticte ruficrissa, and Boucieria insectivora. This 
collection also contained Cyanocitta pulchra of Lawrence, and 
a species of Chlorochrysa, which Hr. von Pelzeln here de- 
scribes as new under the name of C. sodiroi. It is com- 
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pared with C. phenicotis, to the female of which it is apparently 
nearly allied *, 


66. Salvadori’s Prodromus of Papuan Ornithology. 

[Prodromus Ornithologie Papuasie et Moluccarum. V. Accipitres. 
Ann. Mus. Genov. xii. p. 82.] 

Of Accipitres in the Papuan subregion, Salvadori recognizes 
54 species, of which 88 are represented in the collections of 
D’Albertis, Beccari, and Bruijn by 242 specimens. Ninog 
salamonis, Sharpe, = N. variegata (Q. et G.), as pointed out 
by Sclater, P. Z. S. 1878, p. 290. This reduces the list 
by one. 


67. Salvadori on a new Species of Lanius. 

[Descrizione di una nuova specie del genere Lanius. Ann. Mus. Genov. 
xii. 25 May, 1878. ] 

Lanius antinorii is based on a single male specimen, ob- 
tained by Marchese Orazio Antinori near Afinu (Danakil) in 
August 1876. It seems to be allied to L. pallidirostris, 
Cassin. 


68. Salvadori on new Species of Papuan Birds. 

[Descrizione di trentuna specie nuove di uccelli della sottoregione Pa- 
puana, e nota intorno ad altre poco conosciute. Ann, Mus. Genov. xii. 
25 May & 6 June, 1878.] 

This paper gives the results of the author’s recent exami- 
nation of the specimens of Papuan birds in the collections of 
Paris, London, Leyden, Bremen, Berlin, Dresden, and Vienna, 
made in September and October last year. The new species 
described are :— 


1. Nesocentor aruensis, from the Aru Islands. 
2. Hirundinapus celebensis, from Celebes. 

3. Monarcha diadematus, from Obi. 

4. Monarcha bernsteinii, from Salwatty. 


* Since the above was in type, Herr von Pelzeln has kindly sent his 
specimen to us for inspection. There can be little doubt, we think, that the 
skin is that of a female C. phenicotis, of which we have precisely similar 
specimens in our collections. | 
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Many useful notes on the allied forms and on other species 
Banksianus fulgidus of Lesson 
Parus arfaki of Meyer = Oreocharis 
stictoptera of Salvadori, and is a Dicæine form. Budytes 
novæ-guinee, Meyer, = Motacilla melanope, the eastern form of 


examined are likewise given. 
= Dasyptilus pecqueti. 
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. Monarcha pileata, from Halmahera. 

. Rhipidura saturata, from Salwatty. 

. Micræca leta, from New Guinea. 

. Graucalus parvulus, from Halmahera. 

. Graucalus sclateri, from New Ireland. 

. Graucalus fortis, from Buru. 

. Edoliosoma meyeri, from Mysor. 

. Edolosoma dispar, from Ké, Banda, &c. 

. Edoliosoma obiense, from Obi. 

. Pachycephala obiensis, from Obi. 

. Pachycephala cinerascens, from Ternate and Tidore. 
. Melanocharis unicolor, from Jobi. 

. Myzomela rubrotincta, from Obi. 

. Glyciphila nisoria, from New Guinea. 

. Glycichera (gen. nov.) fallax, from New Guinea. 
. Glycichera poliocephala, from New Guinea. — 
. Stigmatops squamata, from Choor. 

. Ptilotis ixoides, from New Guinea. 

. Philemon meyeri, from New Guinea. 

. Zosterops fuscifrons, from Halmahera. 

. Zosterops hypoleuca, from New Guinca. 

. Zosterops aureigula, from Jobi. 

. Zosterops nove-guinee, from New Guinea. 

. Zosterops buruensis, from Buru. 

. Zosterops frontalis, from Aru Island. 

. Gerygone notata, from New Guinea. 

. Gerygone hypoxantha, from Mysore. 


M. sulphurea. 


We trust that we may soon have the pleasure of seeing in 
print the first portion of Dr. Salvadors ‘ Papuan Ornitho- 
logy, to the advantage of which his tour round other mu- 


scums will, we are sure, have contributed not a little. 
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69. Salvadori on new Species of Papuan Birds. 

[Nuove specie di Colombi dei generi Megaloprepia, Reich., e Macro- 
pygia, Sw. Ann, Mus. Genov., xii. p. 426.] 

Megaloprepia poliura, from Jobi and Southern New Guinea, 
a “conspecies” of M. magnifica, and Macropygie buruensis 
and maforensisy from the islands indicated by their names, 
standing in similar relationship to M. amboinensis, are here 
described. Tables of the representative forms of both genera 
are given. 


70. Salvadori on certain Cassowaries. 

[Intorno ad alcune specie di Casoari poco note. Ann. Mus. Genov. xii. 
p. 419. ] 

Of three Cassowaries’ skins received in the beginning of this 
year from Hr. Bruijn, M. Laglaize sold one (the most adult), 
which came from Wandammen, to the British Museum, the 
second, from Warbusi, to the Jardin des Plantes, and the third 
(not adult, and without exact locality) to Count E. Turati, of 
Milan. To the first of these the name of Casuarius altijugus 
was given by Sclater at a Meeting of the Zoological Society of 
London on 19th of Feb., 1878*, but was afterwards withdrawn 
in favour of the name salvadorit+, under which, on the 23rd 
February, M. Oustalet described the second{. The third spe- 
cimen turns out to be C. tricarunculaius of Beccari, founded 
upon a living example from Warbusi, which Beccari left at 
Ternate in 1875 under Hr. Bruijn’s care. Dr. Salvadori now 
doubts whether Cassowary No. 2, from Warbusi, is really iden- 
tical with No. 1 from Wandammen, 7. e. whether C. altijugus 
really =C. salvadorii, i. e.if the localities are rightly assigned. 

Dr. Salvadori has given the provisional name C. sclateri to 
C. beccarii of Sclater in P. Z. S. 1875, p. 527, pl. 58, from 
Southern New Guinea, as he thinks it probably different 
from C. beccarii (verus) of the Aru Islands. Sclater has 
remarked (P. Z. S. 1878, p. 213) that this specimen, now in 
the British Museum, can hardly be distinguished from Casso- 
wary No. 1 of the preceding list, 7. e. from C. altijugus. 

* See ‘Nature,’ vol. xvii. p. 375. 


t See P. Z. 8. 1878, p. 212. 
t Bull. Ass. Se. de France, vol. xxi. p. 349. 
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C. occipitalis of Salvadori, from Ansus, Jobi, of which 
the typical specimen is now at Genoa, is a close ally of 
C. uniappendiculatus, and has a small median wattle, not 
mentioned in Salvadori’s original description, which is now 
revised accordingly. 

C. westermanni, Sclater, is, according to Dr. Salvadori, 
= C. papuanus, Rosenb., and C. edwardsi, Oustalet, P. Z. S. 
1878, p. 389, pl. xxi., likewise, in his opinion, not different. 


71. Salvadori on a new Species of Chalcopsittacus, and on 
New-Guinea Birds. | 

[Descrizione di una nuova specie di uccello del genere Chalcopsittacus, 
Bp., e note intorno ad altre specie di uccelli della Nuova Guinea. Atti 
della R, Ac. Sci. Tor. xiii. p. 309. ] 

Chalcopsittacus bruijni, sp. nov., is from the Papuan island 
Amberpon, in the Bay of Geelvink; it is based on two female 
examples sent home by Hr. Bruyn through M. Laglaize. 
The same species appears to have also been described by M. 
Oustalet as C. insignis (Bull. Ass. Sc. France, Jan. 20, 1878). 
Other rare species spoken of in this article are Cuculus leu- 
colophus of S. Müller, from Warbusi, and Chalcophaps beccarii, 
from Mount Arfak, of which the male is now described for 
the first time. 


72. Salvadori on a Collection of Birds from Tarawai. 


[Catalogo di una collezione di uccelli di Tarawai fatta dai cacciatori 
del Sig. A. A. Bruijn. Atti della R. Ac. Sci. Tor. xiii. p. 817.] 

Gives an account of a collection from the island of Tarawai, 
or D’Urville Island, on the north coast of New Guinea 
(143° 7’ E. lat.), sent by Hr. Bruijn through M. Laglaize*. 
It contained 66 individuals, belonging to 16 species, of which 
Hermotimia cornelia is described as new. ‘The others are 
known Papuan species. 


* Cf. Oustalet, Bull. Ass. Sc. France, No. 553 (Jan. 1878), where three 
of these birds are described as new. But Salvadori states that Merops 
modestus, Oust., =M. ornatus; Chenorhamphus cyanopectus, Oust., = To- 
dopsis grayi; and Megapodius decollatus, Oust., = M., affinis, Meyer. 
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73. Salvadori on Trerolema leclancheri, Bp. 

[Intorno alla Trerolema leclancheri, Bp., Nota. Atti R. Ac. Sci. Tor. 
xiii. pp. 425-428. ] 

Having examined the type of Trerolema leclancheri, Bp. 
(Mus. Paris), said to be from New Guinea, Salvadori pro- 
claims its identity with Leucotreron gironiert of the Philip- 
pines. Mr. Elliot (P.Z S. 1878, p. 568) has come to the 
same conclusion. 


74. Salvadori on a new Hermotimia. 

[Intorno ag?’ individui del genere Hermotimia dell’ Isola del Duca di 
York. Atti R. Ac. Sci. Tor. xiii. p. 530. ] 

Cinnyris aspasia (Less.) of Shelley and Sclater, from Duke- 
of-York Island, is separated as Hermotinia corinna. In our 
opinion Dr. Salvadori goes rather too far in making so many 
different species of this form of Sun-bird. 


75. Salvadori on new Species of Calornis and Carpophaga. 


[Due nuove specie di uccelli dei generi Calornis e Carpophaga della sotto- 
regione Papuana. Atti R. Ac. Sci. Tor. xiii. p. 535. ] 


Calornis, sp.inc., of Sclater (P. Z. S. 1877, p. 554), from 
the -Admiralty Islands, is characterized as C. purpureiceps, 
and Carpophaga rufigula is described (being the representative 
in the Solomon Islands (San Cristoval) of C. rubracera of 
New Ireland) from a specimen in the British Museum, ob- 
tained by MacGillivray. 


76. Wallaces ‘ Tropical Nature.’ 


— {+ [Tropical Nature, and other Essays, By Alfred R. Wallace. 8vo, 


pp. 356. London: 1878. Macmillan & Co.] 

Mr. Wallace’s essays on tropical nature, with which his 
twelve years’ experience of the eastern and western equatorial 
zones have rendered him so familiar, will be read with great 
interest by every naturalist. The opening chapter is worthy 
of special notice, as giving an explanation of the causes of 
the wonderful uniformity of the climate of the tropics in 
popular language, and in a manner we have not seen suc- 
cessfully accomplished elsewhere. Hardly of less importance 
are the second and third essays on the peculiarities of the 
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tropical flora and fauna, and their characteristic groups. One 
or two slips occur, such as when we are told that the blood- 
sucking bats belong to the genus Phyllostoma*; but the 
general subject has never been treated of in a more lucid 
manner. l 

The fourth chapter, however, on the Humming-birds, as 
more especially illustrating the luxuriance of tropical nature, 
is that which will above all interest the ornithologist. Mr. 
Wallace’s explanation of the way in which the singular state 
of affairs as regards the Trochilidæ of Juan Fernandez and 
Mas-afuera may have come to pass deserves particular 
attention. 


77. Nathusius on the Structure of the Egg-shell in the 
Oscines. l 
- [Abgrenzung der Ordnung der Oscinen von den Clamatoren, Scansoren 
und Columbiden durch die Structur der Eischalen. Von W. v. Nathu- 
sius (Königsborn). Zeitzsch. f. d. ges. Wiss. ser. 2, Bd. xviii. p. 69.] 

In continuation of previous memoirs on the microscopical 
structure of the egg-shell in birds, Von Nathusius now de- 
scribes the peculiar structnre of the egg-shell of the Oscines, 
and shows that that of the Clamatores is quite different, and 
agrees rather with that of the Scansores and Columbæ. 
Cypselus belongs in this respect to the latter type, while the 
structure of the egg-shell in Hirundo is distinctly Oscinine. 
In Steatornis the egg-structure is that of the Caprimulgide. 


78. Buller on the Birds of New Zealand. 

(1) “ Notes on the Ornithology of New Zealand,” by Walter 
L. Buller, Trans. & Proc. New Zealand Institute, vol. v. (1877) 
p. 191. 

(2) “ Further Notes on the Ornithology of New Zealand,” 
by the same, tbid. p. 201. 

(3) “On the Disppearance of the Korimako (Anthornis 
melanura) from the North Island,” by the same, tbid. p. 209. 

(4) “ Further Descriptive Notes of the Huia (Heteralocha 
acutirostris) ,” by the same, tbid. p. 211. 


* Op. cit. p. 120. See what Mr. Dobson says on this point in his new 
‘Catalogue of Bats,’ pp. 486, 549. 
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(5) “On the Egg of the Huia (Heteralocha acutirostris) ,”’ 
by the same, ibid. p. 212. 

(6) “On the Species forming the Genus Ocydromus, a 
peculiar group of brevipennate Rails,” by the same, tbid. 
p- 218. 

(7) “ Notice of the Occurrence of the Shy Albatross (Dio- 
medea cauta) in the North Island,” by the same, ibid. p. 217. 

(8) “On the Addition of the Red-tailed Tropic-bird (Phae- 
thon rubricauda) to the Avifauna of New Zealand,’ by the 
same, tbid. p. 219. 

As will be seen by these titles, Dr. Buller is still working 
away at the birds of New Zealand, and has recorded several | 
new additions to its avifauna. We are glad to find Nestor 
meridionalis is not yet dying out, being “ very abundant in the 
Urewera country,’ where an “ expert bird-catcher will some- 
times bag as many as 800 in the course of the day.” Zos- 
terops lateralis, which only arrived in New Zealand in 1856, 
now ‘‘ swarms all over the country.” Other birds, however, 
such as Anthrornis melanura and Miro longipes, are fast 
disappearing. As regards Ocydromus, Buller holds to his 
opinion that there are only three well-marked species in New 
Zealand, namely, O. earli of the North Island, and O. aus- 
tralis and O. fuscus of the South Island, of the latter of 
which he considers O. finschi to be the young. 


79. Reed on the Zoology of the Province of Colchagua. 

— [Apuntes de la Zoologia de la Hacienda de Cauquenes, Provincia de 
Jolchagua, por Edwyn ©. Reed. 8vo. Santiago de Chile: 1877.] 

Mr. Reed, who has recently left the Museum of Santiago, 
and become Director of the Museum and Professor of Zoology 
in the Lyceum of Valparaiso, gives in this paper a list, with 
critical remarks, of the mammals and birds which he has met 
with within the limits of the extensive Hacienda of Cau- 
quenes, in the province of Colchagua, Chili, belonging to the 
brothers Soto. The collection was made for the Chilian In- 
ternational Expozition of 1875, and has now been deposited 
in the Baños de Cauquenes. Most of the species included 
are well-known inhabitants of Chili. Scytalopus albifrons 
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(Pteroptocho albifrons of Landbeck) is recognized with some 
doubt as a distinct species, as may possibly be the case. The 
nomenclature and arrangement are those of our ‘ Nomen- 
clator.’ 


80. Carl on the Variations in the Skull of the Domestic 
Pigeon. 
- [Untersuchungen über den Schidelbau domesticirter Tauben von L. 
Carl. Separatabdruck aus dem Osterprogramm 1878 der Realschule zu 
Pirna. | 

An essay on the principal modifications found in the skull 
of the different varieties of the House-Pigeon. About six- 
teen races have been examined, the materials having been 
mostly furnished by the Royal Zoological Museum of Dresden. 


81. Wheeler’s Annual Report upon the Geographical Surveys 
west of the 100th Meridian. 

[Annual Report upon the Geographical Surveys west of the 100th 
Meridian, in California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Montana. By George M. Wheeler. 8vo. Washington: 
1876. ] 

One of the appendices by Mr. H. W. Henshaw contains 
an account of the birds met with in the southern parts of 
California visited by the expedition. Seven hundred speci- 
mens (referred to 127 species) were collected. Urta columba 
and Fratercula cirrata were found breeding on the island of 
Santa Cruz, in the Santa Barbara Channel, a more southern 
locality than was previously known for them. 


82. Pavesi on the Occurrence of the Dartford Warbler in 
Lombardy. 

{Sulla prima e recentissima comparsa in Lombardia del Beccafico di 
Provenza. Nota del S.C. prof. Pietro Pavesi. R. Inst. Lombardo d. Sci. 
e Lettere, Dec. 1877. ] 

Records the occurrence of an example of Melizophilus un- 
dulatus in Lombardy for the first time in December 1877. 
A list of forty-five species of birds which are occasional 
visitors to Lombardy is added. 


